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class legislation over and over again ....
The greenback is the only reliable dollar in
America to-day. It stays at home, and is al-
ways as good as gold."

The claim of the opposition that the country
owed " three hundred and forty-six millions of
legal-tender war debt" was refuted by refer-
ence to the act of Congress of May 30, 1878, by
which "the greenback became the perpetual
legal-tender money" of the United States. He
admitted the statement of the opposition that
President Lincoln approved of the issue of
greenbacks because there was no other re-
source. '' Gold, silver, and the Shylocks of the
country failed the Government in the hour of
its trial, and we were compelled to resort to
legal-tender paper. It was the fiat of the Gov-
ernment to save the nation's life; and the same
fiat is doubly necessary to-day to save the
liberties of the people .... The issue
fairly before the people is this: Shall we have
in this country legal-tender paper issued by the
Government, or shall the people depend upon
banking corporations for their circulating
medium? Shall the Government or the banking
corporations control the volume of the cur-
rency? Let gentlemen meet that issue fairly
and squarely. The issue is between the cor-
porations and the people. Shall we depend
upon banking corporations for the volume of